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vus Horn was against it, and gave, as I thought,
the most invincible arguments against a battle that
reason could imagine.

First, they were weaker than the enemy by above
five thousand men.

Secondly, the cardinal infant of Spain, who was in
the imperial army, with eight thousand men, was but
there en passant, being going from Italy to Flan-
ders, to take upon him the government of the Low
Countries ; and if he saw no prospect of immediate
action would be gone in a few days.

Thirdly, they had two reinforcements, one of five
thousand men, under the command of colonel Cratz,
and one of seven thousand men, under the Rhine-
grave, who were just at hand, the last within three
days' march of them. And,

Lastly, they had already saved their honour, in
that they had put six hundred foot into the town of
Nordlingen, in the face of the enemy's army, and
consequently the town might hold out some days
the longer.

Fate rather than reason certainly blinded the
rest of the generals against such arguments as
'these. Duke Bernard, and almost all the generals,
were for fighting, alleging the affront it would be
to the Swedish reputation, to see their friends in
the town lost before their faces.

Gustavus Horn stood stiff to his cautious advice,
and was against it j and I thought the baron D'OfF-
kirk treated him a little indecently; for, being very
warm in the matter, he told them, That if Gustavus
Adolphus had been governed by such cowardly
council, he had never been conqueror of half Ger-
many in two years. No, replied old general Horn,
very smartly, but he had been now alive to have
testified for me, that I was never taken by him for